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 A.C. 326, a resident alien was held guilty of treason, who, in such
circumstances, joined an invading force, although that force was
composed of nationals of his own country.
The extent of the Queen's duty to provide protection cannot be
precisely defined. It is a duty which cannot be. enforced by the
courts so far as the provision of protection for British subjects in
foreign parts is concerned. If special protection is given by the
armed forces of the Crown, the subject can be required to pay for
it by process of law enforcing an agreement to make payment:
China Navigation Co. v. Attorney-General, [1932] 2 K.B. 197; K. &
L. 93. Indeed, the only recognition of the nature of the duty within
the realm is to be found in the recognition by the courts that there is
no obligation upon an individual to pay for ordinary police protec-
tion: Glasbrook Bros. v. Glamorgan County Council, [1925] A.C. 270,
where an obligation to pay for special police protection to private
property was enforced, though no such action would lie for ordinary
services rendered by the police for the maintenance of public order.
Prior to the operation of the British Nationality Act, 1948, which
came into force on January 1, 1949, in the United Kingdom and
throughout the Colonies, the status of a natural born British subject,
who was born on or after 1915 was governed by the British Nation-
ality and Status of Aliens Act, 1914-43.1 The Act recognised two
principal criteria, place of birth and the nationality of the father as
qualifications for nationaiity, i.e. membership as a citizen of the
State. The status of British subjects born before 1915 was governed
mainly by the common law which was based upon the place of birth
(jus soli), and by the Naturalisation Act, 1870.
Tffie Act of 1914-43 was also enacted in statutes, which with some
exceptions, especially as regards conditions of naturalisation, were
identical, by the Parliaments of Canada, Australia, New Zealand and
South Africa, the only Dominions with legislative competence in
1914 to enact separate nationality laws. Thus all British subjects fiad
a common status, which rested on the basis of common allegiance
to the Crown, and this was recognised by the legislation of
different parts of the Commonwealth, as it later came to be called.
The principle of a common code system was observed and alterations
by any one of the five States could only in practice be made after con-
sultation and agreement with the other four,
Even before the addition to the Commonwealth of India, Pakistan
and Ceylon (to whose territories as well as to those of Southern
Rhodesia and until 1948 of Burma the United Kingdom Act applied)
the common code system was becoming unworkable in practice.
Canada inJlSfK* passed a.Citizenship A$ which laid down conditions
* It is convenient to refer to the Act of 1914 asd the several amending Acts
as a single statute.	•

